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Grant Guidelines 
As of  July,  2014  

Our Vision 

By 2025, native wi ldl i fe thr ive throughout networks of connected lands and 

waters in Western North America.  

Our Mission 

Wilburforce Foundation helps conserve important lands, waters and wildl i fe in 

Western North America by supporting organizations and leaders advancing 

strategic solutions.  

Our Funding Region 

Wilburforce Foundation uses conservation science to identify  specif ic prior ity 

regions in which we wil l  fund.  These regions correspond with our focus on 

habitat security, focal species and wildl i fe l inkages . For more detai led 

information about our funding region, our values and our approach, please 

see our Strategic Framework. 

Types of Support  

Wi lburforce makes investments that contr ibute to the fol lowing types of 

outcomes :  

 Increasing the amount of protected crit ical wi ldl i fe habitat.

 Assuring the quality and extent of key connective lands between core

habitat areas.

 Lessening immediate threats to crit ical wi ldl i fe habitat.

 Improving management programs that preserve the ecological integrity

of exist ing or proposed protected areas.

 Increasing knowledge of wi ldl i fe populations and/or improving

management plans that ensure the viabi l i ty of focal species in a region.

 Bui lding the capacity of our grantees that are working to protect our

prior ity areas.

http://www.wilburforce.org/for-grantseekers/strategic-framework
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Limitations 

Applicant organizations should be classif ied as 501(c)(3) by the U.S. Internal 

Revenue Service or 149(1)(f) by the Canadian Customs and Revenue Agency. 

Wilburforce Foundation wi l l  consider funding a l imited number of grants for 

organizations that do not have these legal designations.  I f  you are seeking a 

grant but do not have public charity status, pl ease raise this  early in 

discussions with a Program Officer . 

Applicant organizations must be incorporated in the U.S, Canada, or Mexico 

and have programs currently operating in our funding region .  

The foundation general ly wi l l  not consider : 

• Any of the fol lowing types of projects:

Agricultural issues  

Air qual ity or other clean air programs  

Energy-related programs  

Environmental education 

Environmental justice programs  

Land acquisit ion  

Marine or other water-only programs  

Pol lution prevention or other pol lution -related projects 

Fish recovery programs 

Sprawl or growth management programs 

Sustainable development  

Wildl i fe rehabil i tation programs  

Youth education programs  

• Deficit f inancing

• Indirect costs, overhead, or faci l i t ies administ ration to academic institutions 

or universit ies

• Endowment funds

• Funding of individual scholarships or fel lowships

• Grants to individuals

• Grants to schools

• Loans
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Application Process & Deadlines  

Organizations that are interested in submitting a grant proposal must contact  

the Foundation prior to developing an application for funding.  Please do not 

submit a proposal without f i rst contacting the appropriate Program Officer.  

Deadlines for applications wi l l  be announced when a proposal  is invited. 

 

Note that we do not make a copy of our Grant Application Form avai lable on 

our Web site. This form wil l  be sent to an organization after i t has received 

approval to submit a proposal.  

 

We do not publ ish an annual report. For more information about our 

grantmaking, please see our l ist  of grantees. Al l  grants from the past three 

years are included on our website. 

 

 

 

Wi lburforce Foundation 

2034 NW 56 t h St, Ste 300 

Seattle, WA  98107-3127 

206-632-2325 

grants@wilburforce.org 

http://www.wilburforce.org/about/staff
http://www.wilburforce.org/grant-history

